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LIVEABLE CITIES –for the 21st Century

PEOPLE ORIENTED CITY PLANNING AS STRATEGY



Graduated 
as 
Architect 
1960 The worst period in City Planning ever!

Those were the days when architects 
were big, and people were quite smal....





Arkitekt M.A.A.



Vietnam, 2008Bangladesh, 2008 Iran, 2010









GEHL ARCHITECTS established 2000.
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”Cities for People”
Available in all major languages!!



“HOW TO STUDY PUBLIC LIFE”, 2013
(Jan Gehl & Birgitte Svarre)



1960 CHANGE OF PARADIGME 
“Modernism” 
becomes domminating paradigm for Planning



After 1960
Rapid growth, Large units
City Plan Scale
Birdseye view / Aircraftperspective

Site Plan Scale
Rooftop / Helicopterperspective

People Scale
Eyelevel / 5 km/h perspective



Human Scale completely forgotten!





Perth, West Australia        Elsinore, Denmark

Carinvasion
1960…CHANGE OF PARADIGME 



All Cities have Traffic Departments and 
perfect statistics concerning traffic and 
parking

Do you know of any City department for 
pedestrians and public life?
Hardly any City have statistics and data 
concerning the people who use the city





Jane Jacobs 
*

1961
20



After 50 years: 
A distinct change 

of Paradigm
WANTED:                          
- Lively, Liveable City                                                           
- Sustainable City                   
- Healthy City



WANTED:                          
- Lively, Liveable City                                                           
- Sustainable City                   
- Healthy City

Looking carefully 
after people in    
city planning will 
efficiently adress 
all 3 issues



Lively, Liveable City



Sustainable City

A  good Public Realm is a crucial factor 
for good Public Transportation



”Houston -the City with the 
fattest people of the World”

Healthy City



In this City everything will be 
done to invite people to walk 

and bicycle as much as 
possible in the course of their 

daily day doings”



Copenhagen 1962 – 2012         
From traffic place to People Place
50 Years Anniversary



Strøget (main street) 
pedestrianized 1962 

1962 1986



Jane Jacobs 
1961

Strøget   
Copenhagen 
pedestrian st. 
1962 





Nyhavn  - before ……and after 1980



Gammel Strand  - before…..and after 1991



Strædet - before…..and after 1992



Public Space-Public Life Surweys: Copenhagen 1968, 1985, 1995 (+2005)



Copenhagen Street:     
2 Sidewalks, 2 proper 
bicycle lanes, street 
trees, 2 lanes for 2 way 
traffic, and a substan-
tial median to facilitate 
crossing the street

”We do not have to 
think and act as 1960s 
traffic engineers for 
ever      -times are 
changing and traffic 
engineers are by now 
much smarter” 



City of Copenhagen

New Strategy  2009
“Best City in the World for People”



-on a citywide network of bicycle lanes
Bicycling in Copenhagen



-an efficient, citywide 
transportation system



Bicycles are taken 
straight through 
the street 
crossings and the 
lanes are marked 
with blue 

Bicycle signals 
turns green six 
seconds before the 
car signals



Regulations: All Taxis must provide 
racks for 2 bicycles



Trains & Metro 
welcoming 
bicycles



A bicycle culture have step by step been developed
Everybody bikes



The Danish Crown Prince is doing it too

Two guys on the 
road towards the 
throne
Princes Frederik and 
Christian on their 
way to the day care 



Going to work in the City of Copenhagen

37% use bicycle
27% drive car
33% use public transit

5% walk



City of Copenhagen

New Strategy  2011
“Best City in the World for Bicyclesi”



Major complaint :                               
Serious congestions -on the bicycle lanes







With wider bikelanes one 
will need more space for 
bikes in the trains – which 
is duly provided (2011)



Oct 2011: New Danish Government arriving  on 
bicycles at the Palace to be commissioned by 
the Queen.                    No Limousines no more? 



Congratulations Copenhagen:                                                   
”Worlds most livable city”
(Monocle 2013)





Melbourne, - 3 mio. Inh.



Swanston Street- before 
Swanston Street- after

Melbourne, Australia , 1994 -



Copenhagen Melbourne oct 07





A CITY GOOD AT PARTIES, OLYMPICS and SUMMITS….



….. BUT NOT SO GLORIOUS FOR THE EVERYDAY LIFE



Main Street in Sydney to be transformed               
to Pedestrians, Bicycles and Light Rail

Present situation George St. After conversion



Major City Improvement Projects 1988-2013



1. Copenhagen
2. Melbourne
3. Helsinki
4. Tokyo
5. Vienna

6. Zürich
7. Stockholm
8. Munich
9. Sydney
10. Auckland

WORLD’S MOST LIVEABLE CITIES,
MONOCLE 2013

YELLOW INDICATES CITY PLANNING WITH PUBLIC LIFE SURVEYS



GREATER NEW YORKA GREENER, 





New York, USA,
2007-2009

9th Avenue- before 

9th Avenue – after, with “Copenhagen style” bike lane



Phot:DOT/NYC







Moscow, Russia: Where car is King



Tverskaya
Main Street,Moscow 
December 2011



“Towards a great city for people”
Gehl Architects, July 2013



July 2013





July 2013



MAYOR OF VILNIUS, LITHUENIA:
“THIS MAY TEACH  YOU NOT TO PARK IN MY BICYCLE LANES”



Tverskaya , Main Street,  Moscow

December 2011                       July 2013



Mayor of Moscow Sergei Sobyanin



From Jane Jacobs to Livable Cities

1961 2013 





WELCOME TO THE 21st CENTURY



AMMAN, JORDAN,                               ASHRAFIEH SQUARE       

2006

2009



Major City Improvement Projects 1988-2013



Arkitekt M.A.A.



1971



1971-2013, Livet mellem  Husene. 7 versioner

35 udgaver    24 Sprog      1971-2013 



December 2011

July 2013

Moscow, City Hall Square



July 2013Moscow, City Hall Square



1. Copenhagen
2. Melbourne
3. Helsinki
4. Tokyo
5. Vienna

6. Zürich
7. Stockholm
8. Munich
9. Sydney
10. Auckland

WORLD’S MOST LIVEABLE CITIES,
MONOCLE 2013

YELLOW INDICATES CITY PLANNING WITH PUBLIC LIFE SURVEYS
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